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ABOUT the siege of Sevastopol the
hold thirty volumes

about Plevna twenty Port Arthur surpasses both Politically vaster
Interests axe being decided dramatleally greater climax Is In store Ina military sense the operations aremore extensive

On Aug 19 I ran four miles to see
the fall of Port Arthur Most of this
was up a mountain It took me a
nv nth to get my from the
climb but from the spectacle an iron
chain of forts hung the brow of a
mountain range and spitting fire at
hosts of tiny brown figures swarming
up as ants swarm over a pile of mouldy
rusts By night there was a change
poarchlighls playing pitch and toss in
the dark and star bombs at mwnbletypeg with the mountains

Thus It gone day and night now
for live months and a half After

I got down into theaction
the human Impetus the pallor the

agony and the bravery of it I saw
three grand assaults seven skirmishes
a battle on the plain seven bombard-
ments two naval engagements and
the sweat and toil of monster heroism

end shale such as laborers for money
dream not of
The Colossal Stand at Port Arthur

I did not see the fall of Port Arthur
hut I saw something greater the stand
of Port Arthur

Looking back it seems a dream at
times ugly like a nightmare again a
celestial bar let through the coating of
mans inner life For I have learned
that the tales history records arid ro-
mance weaves Syracuse
Arcola Troy Jerusalem are not the
burnt stick carlecues of a poets dream
but that these things actually do hap-
pen What Is more that you and I
have touched shoulders with an age
that has produced men as willing to
light and die as any that ever trod the

Yet It was glory too costly for Joy
Recalling that mighty panorama bat-
teries peppered by shrapnel but Hang-
Ing to their work like microbes to dis-
ease the wounded whom no first aid
could touch the dead whom no burial
squad came near the sappers creep-
ing digging in the night run to earth
by shells the Infantrymen in assault
losing comrades righthand mess-
mates never pausing onward going
the dots of foetid clay livid along the
slopes until a handful out of a host
erlwls up and flings itself fanatical
with the lust of battle and worn in
the charge so that life can never be the
same again Irt sweetness into the re
doubt paid for a dozen times in blood
and whieh even then is but introduc-
tion to agony more terrible for far be-
yond rising tier on tier series on
series are redoubts and forts moats
Sand batteries dwelling on that the
soul grows sick tf think that Port Ar
thur must be bought with sacrifice so
vast

The Japanese did not take Port Ar
thur on Aug 19 as had been previous-
ly arranged because they were fight-
ing not man alone but Nature which

well by the Russians They had
not only forts and batteries and a great
foe to face but they fought also
against a mountain range This moun-
tain range is so devised by a power
greater than a military engineer that
every ejninence is commanded by at
least two and some by a dozen others

The forts are built on the shoulders-
of these mountains and It Is notorious
that though earthworks may cave
mountains are not much affected by
shell fire That is why the fact that
twenty tons ot steel and iron thrown
bursting into Port Arthur have not
sufficed to reduce the fortress

Mining operations are difficult also
and except where the troops have
ought their way up the slopes to the
parapets of the forts they are Impossi-
ble Artificial fortifications stormed-
by besiegers are sometimes undermined
and blown up but men cannot blow up
a mountain range

There have been two instances in
which dynamite has becpme effective
but these entail vast labor and the re-

sults have proven them hardly worth
their cost

Why They Must Use the Bayonet
i onseciuently the Japanese have beencompelled to return to the ancient andsplendid method of warfare whosvweapon is the bayonet There Is butone way to take the assaultThere Is but one way to reach the fortsby climbing the slopes
Study the placing of these forts andyou will see what their intricacy is

The moment one is In danger the oth-
ers concentrate tire there If the Japanese take It the guns of the wholefortress are turned on the captured re
doubt

One alone saves the Japanese
from larger casualties working asthey are so close ro the enemy This
Is the lack of Russian ammunition
Had the enemy plenty to stay wherethey are would be unbearable As it is
the Russians send useless naval shells
which do not explode on land unlessthey strike a rock until the moment-
of assault comes Even on assault
they wait Prescott told his men at
Bunker Hill to wait until they see the
whites of the enemies eyes

Then the work Is not the sport of
war where change of ground is made
with each battle It is murder for the
Russian guns are pointed in grooves
trained for three months against a real
and for seven years against an imag-
inary foe To sight the gun is unnec-
essary they merely wait for the Jap
to reach the certain spot He can go
but one way when he gets there the
Russian pulls the trigger Thus the
death find what they are look-
ing It is not warfare it Is more
like the hangmans signal in an execu-
tion chamber

Blood Running Into the Sea
on Aug 9 in taking and

Chokuzan the Big and Little Orphans
the Russians were driven into their
permanent works Allowing a few
days for Intrenchment and rest the
plan then was to enter the town of
Port Arthur on Aug 21 Every man In
the Japanese army confidently expect-
ed this the empire vas sure of It the
world thought It due

To pierce the Russian right center
enfilade the left flank and stand Port
Arthur on was Nogis Inten-
tion Gloriously It was attempted no-
bly It failed Regiment after regiment
went down

The plain In front of the forts was
piled with dead the creek ran red to
tho sea its bed clogged vftth corpses
six and eight deep desperate devils
lost In the thirsty sand Through sev-
en days and seven nights without ces
sation from sun to searchlight and
front searchlight to moon the fight
raged

Companies were wiped out batteries
demolished regiments came in over
ranks of regiments who had gone be-
fore all of whose numbers lay dead or
dying on the field

The famous Ninth regiment the
Black Watch of Japan became immor-
tal on this day Ordered
plain and take the north battery of the

Cockscomb series of mdoubts It
started In Before it reached the last
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iN SIGHT OF THE ENEMY
Hand Transport Turning Taikushan Left of the Japanese Position Com

ing Under Russian Fire
WOTJNDED THE GARRISON OF A JAPANESE

AFTEE AN ASSAULT
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ravine on the farther side 30 per cent
of the men had fallen from shrapnel
and shell fire Looking ahead and hav
ing reports from reconnoltering parties
of pioneers the colonel named Taka
gagi sent back word to the command-
ing general that the assault was not
feasible He advised a halt He sug-
gested that his troops rest where they
were throw up temporary intrench
ments for the night project sappers
and wait for the slow sure and com-
paratively safe method of engineering
advance-

An order to proceed was Instantly
forwarded to him The commanding
general that one regi-
ment was enough to take one battery
Up to this time Takagagl had been
marching as colonels usually march-
at the rear of his men the front being
under charge of his line officers but
receiving the command from the gen-
eral he leaped out of the ravine at the
head of his men calling to them as he
wentOn boys

He fell with four bullets through his
breast ten paces beyond One after
another his officers were shot down
the men likewise Of the three thou-
sand that Takagagi commanded 217
survived that day They were ordered-
to Join the reserves

Ichinobe Japanese Marshal Ney
But the commanding general

frightful though his character may
seem vivas not one to order his men
to go where he Would not go himself-
It was the same

became the
Ney two months later on Oct 29

In the advance during the grand as
sault two battalions under his com-
mand succeeded in entering another
outwork of this great Cockscomb for-
tification called the P Redoubt This-
P Redoubt was in a difficult situation
wedged up against the Chinese wall
which was the main line of permanent
Russian defense and commanded as all
redoubts at Port Arthur are com-
manded by several other more import
ant batteries Yet in spite of this fine
situation the Japanese did succeed in
getting into it and holding their line
there all the afternoon and evening

Ichinobe retired some time after mid
night secure in the feeling that his
work had been successful Toward 3
oclock in thjft morning he was roused
by an orderly who reported that his
man had from the P Fort
He was then half a mile as the crow

but nearly one and a half miles by
zigzag line of trenches affording pro
tection adross the valley before reach
Ing the slope of the redoubt

Leaping Jrom his couch he called his
staff officers issued hurried orders to
the reserves and at the head of his
immediate followers ran through the
zigzag trenches Reaching the fore-
most line now the fire of
Russian machine guns he found his
command not demolished but sur
prised outnumbered and being sullenly

back
Drawing his saber he thrust the

ranks aside passed through and at
the head of his men charged up the
slope into the contested redoubt With
his own hand he killed five Russians
When dawn came his brigade occupied-
the P Redoubt

His i M diae General
Oshima haM an account of the exploit
telegraphed to the emperor at Tokio
That afternoon an Imperial order
reached the army christening the fort
Ichinobe On the nap today and in
the dispatches one may read of Ichin
obe fort as a critical position on the
nata eastern line of defense-

It was still nearly another month
that is Dec 18 before that battery
against which TaKa gi and nis heroic
legirrent lost their lives namely the
north battery of the east Keekwan

was finally taken
In the first assault on Aug 21 the

few who reached the parapet

Chinese ctUi stik rots that is balls
of fresh Cunif This assault tailed
wholly The dead were left to rot
where they lay and the wounded were
shot as they lay the stench of the
corpses being used sts a weapon of of-
fense the Japanese trying to
maintain the advantage they had
pained at foot of the slope

The next time tltey assaulted which
waft on Spt l the Japanese were met
with hand jpejguee Qf gun cotton It
was not graft assault tout nterely a
demonstration It also failed

Frightful Traps of
the third assault on Oct 28
up the hill he advance stumbled

over a mine and the entire lower
shoulder of the mountain was blown

the air taking with it some twen
tyfive men heads awry legs and arms
twisted trunks shattered

New volunteers advanced through
the critter thus formed up the glacis
of the redoubt until they reached atrap which they had been unable to dis-
tinguish from the valley below owing-
to its cunning concealment under the
parapet level with an innocent height

precisely similar to every
Other furzecorered height in the vi-
cinity

rt was n nuat The Japanese did
not hesitate to leap In That leap was
t6 death
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At each corner of the moat at each
turn that it made as it worked its way
under the parapet the redoubt was
a masonry projection called by the
cunning men who devise such traps a
caponiere These caponieres rose out
of the bed of the moat several feet and
each was large enough to shield three
or four men with rifles and machine
gun Thus under perfect protection-
and with their foes trapped like wopd
chucks in a hole unable to escape the
Russians dealt out whistling steel at
their leisure

Surprising and overpowering as this
was the Japanese did not falter On
that third grand assault they made
their stand and were able by sacrifices
not large in numbers for the total lost
in that moat was less than 100 but
beyond computation from the stand
point of Indlvidunl heroism to capture
and to hold ever since the two north-
ern caDonieres

Under the parapet of this fort dom-
inated by all the artillery of the two
armies has occurred some of the grim
est fighting that history records or im
agination can compass
Where Men Meet and Fight as Beasts j

Time second night of the occupation a
Japanese lieutenant by nanse Oda
asked for a volunteer called
Kelssheitai an expression which In

English would mean certain death
Thirty keissheitai men came forward

Odo put himself at their head and ven-
tured along the bed of the moat toward
the rearmost caponiere with the Idea
of capturing it

The moat Is very long about one and-
a half times the length of an ocean
liner so there was room and time for
adventure In the blackness for there
was no moon and the searchlights
were playing on other parts of the
field this too close under the
noses of the Russians for them tb op
erate their lights to advantage

Half way down the moat Oda met a
Russian lieutenant and a party bent
on a similar errand There the two
had it out not with bullets in the

way but bayonet to bayonet
fist to fist and even teeth and claw

The two lieutenants grappled neither
having time to draw sword

Odo and the Russian locked In em
brace reeled back and ailing ris-
ing clawing first o endn
the other each losing sight and control-
of his men all of whom were engaged-
in similar individual combats

The two leaders grasping for an op-
portunity that each Bought bobbing
against of the moat fighting-
in this arsna tight for combat soon to
be necropolis reached without know
ing It an embrasure which led to the
rear of the and Into the gorge

Tripping over this not knowing
where they were going the two
plunged headlong down the slope
above which frowned two Russian bat-
teries and beyond which rose the great
redcapped skyline of the Cockscomb

More than 300 feet scratched by the
stones smashed by the shale they
slipped and writhed until they struck-
a tiny plateau half way down the
mountain On this they lodged

In the fall Oda had been to get
his right arm free He reached over
across his enemys beck and grasped
the hilt of his Keen straight samurai
sword Pullincr it half way out of the
scabbard which was tightly lashed to
his waist he sawed and pulled until the
slender tapering steel had gashed
through tho Russians olctheti through
thigh and bone full to his vertebrae
and his vitals gushed out

Late the following night after the
sun had gone Oda crawled into his own
trenches at the base of the mountain
His men had beer repulsed by a second
Party of Russians who had sortied out

Still Japanese
two caponieres at front and

the Russians the two irif the raar
Vast Struggles to Gain inches of

Ground
The Japanese drarfng th tyo nights

had hastily tossed up approaches and
had partially covered way from the
base of the mountain to the moat Thisgave them thei TilfiJ hold on thebattery of the Cockscombyet so determined was the Russian
defense so resolute have been In
holding every n h of ground that it
has been a full month and a half since
then before Japanese could
take the complete and
when the complete fortification is taken
remember that Jt Is but threegroat batteries winch form the series
called East Keekwan and
la but a portion of the eastern line ofpermanent land defense

The method of the final taking of
this northeast Keekwan battery

illustrates the intricacy and diff-
iculty of the operations Inside the fort
beyond the parapet so well protected-
by its moat and caponieres is a shelv
ing earth work called the catascarp
Crossing this troops that might be en
tirely successful up to that point mett-
a close and unerring tire Irma men con
cealed m traverses formed of time
balks and sand bags which lie a few
yards beyond

Then below these traverses ire gal-
leries where the garrison lives and
below tho are
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proofs protecting the ammunition
Under the traverses covering the

galleries and bombproofs Is heavy
masonry from two to three feet thick
Then covering the whole Is a pile of
earth two feet thick The original in-
tentions was to have on top of all that-
a thick wall of concrete but this inten-
tion has been effected but partially on
one of the forts not the East Keek
wan

All through November the engineers
were busy mining from the advantage-
ous hold they had on the north bat-
tery They began digging straight
down through the rock

Remember that tfliey were fighting-
not what engineers of thegreat New York Subway and the en
grineeres of a tunnel had to
fight They have Oie hidden subtleties
of nature against them as well as the
scientific Ingenuity and all of the bit
ter hatred of a resourceful and hardy
human foe
Wonderful Work of the Mine Maker

They had to use pick and shovel on

do it only by night and even by night
the Russians used their searchlights
antf whenever the searchlights found

He now They could cgptlnue only
the searchlights i

only work a few
men at a time and these few could
work bnly while the line protecting
them but a few yards in advance was
held by their comrades vigorously fir-
ing to keep back the enemy one hun
dred feet beyond

In the midst of this sometimes half
In the catch sometimes

wholly underground and toward the
latter stages many yards below there
would suddenly break forth a company
of desperate Russians fired by hope
of reward for Stoessel promises his
men the Cross of St George highest
decoration of Russian merit as wellasmoney prizes for breaking up any Jap
anese work

Thus at night hounded by shells
sleuthed by searchlights and routed
by heroes from across the way the work
has gone on Forty feet down the
digging went Forty feet was necessary to get below the level of the gal-
leries and bombproofs then anothertwenty feet forward to pierce a line
lateral with their heart At last the
work was done and on December 18 a
Quarter of a ton of dynamite was placed-
in two of such mines The galleries andbombproofs of the north battery were
blown into the air followed reluctantly
by the demolished bodies of some forty
five Russian troops forming the late
garrison

The numbers of Japanese engaged-
In such work as this are not and could
not possibly be very great The whole
force engaged at any one against
such a single point is but several
hundred and the losses on any day
unless it be a day of grand assault do
not exceed one hundred Yet the total
loss amounts into the thousands while
the expenditure of energy and the test
of the finest stuff that men are made
of are the hardest which physical con-
ditions can impose on man
Epic of Assaults on the Two Dragons

Against the great Ehrlung fort
known to all who have ever seen Port
Arthur as the Red Sarth Redoubt
because It sticks out against the sky
line more conspicuously that any
other fortification there and known
our language as the Mountain of the
Two Dragons assaults of the same
number and of equal fierceness have
been conducted

During the assault of Oct 38 whichwas expected to reduce the fortress in-
troductory to a grand entrance intoPort Arthur on the emperors birthday
Nov 3 the besieger ran up against one
of the numerous Russian surprisesThey knew n tnur ay around the
Two Dragons but how deep o
wide that moat asiy did not know
and could not detwnlne For the
same reifjBoii they cduld not determine
the presence of the caponieres In the
Northeast Cockscomb

Scouts were sent out to investigate
but they had to operate one
hundred yards of the Ruraian sharp-
shooters over ground bare ofany cov-
er Their work was denim so
that apparently it was not Hone wtilu-

tigKtlon of the distance spy
SiaEtses Colonel con-
structing engineer devised sealIng ladders to be used by the assaulting party
when they reached the moat for thepurpose of crossing it The scouts had
reported the moats were ten metres
wide Imazawa made his ladders ibiirteen metres long

On the afternoon of Oct
party went in under heavy fire

with the scaling survivors
who reached of the moat
rested the ladders against one side anddropped them across The
failed to touch the other side
to touch the bottom and disappeared in
the moat

That night pioneers issued fromsap heads fort and
this frightful 3JKe-
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no sight of them hardly any sound of
them

When morning came the sappers sank
wearily to rest and the scouts disheart-
ened and nonplused returned for con
sultation to Imazawa That is one

why the Japanese did not en
Arthur on the emperors

birthday
Moat Plooded Not With Water but

Plane
But the doughty Japanese are not

the ones to be given way They did not
turn did not mourn showed no

to work to meals as

Yet winter was coming on the wind
was keen the thermometer fell
to while the equinoxial
gales blew both seas They
were living in trenches surrounded by
the charnel houses of their own making
and were protected by miserable dug-
outs shielded from cold and wind by
a few broken boughs light shelter tents
and hastily packed earth Death was
preperred to a wound for the wounded
had small hope of succor yet living
was welcomed cherished and fos-
tered

Meanwhile the Russians were busy
Much of their available kerosene was
taken through a subterranean gallery
ofEHe Two Duagons Into theimmense
moat and there poured over piles of
straw along the bed Then they wait
edOn the fifth grand assault at the
same time when the north battery of
the east Cockscomb was taken the Two
Dragons was attacked

The kerosene and straw were set on
fire and the parties who leaped Into
the moast expecting to find the ca
ponieres as they existed in the Cocks
comb were caught by flame Therwere no caponieres on this fort Many
perished miserably Some valiantly
fought the flames A few survived

These few that is the few who do
the work in warfare the few who ac
complish that for which the thousand
die these few made possible the Jap-
anese advarice Through over and be-
yond thesefew the Japanese will some-
day enfer Port Arthur
Taking and Holding Ports Against

All Rules
According to all scientific

the forts the Japanese take
tenable Dominated by other and
perlor forts wise sjencralishp would
seem to dictate that they retire until
such time as they can take a series-
In toto This Napoleon laid down
this Von Moltke oelleved not Nogi
Give him an inch and he keeps It

If he has done nothing else at Port
Arthur he has given the He to the
critics of the Japanese at the begin
sing of the war who predicted thatthough these new wonderful soldiers

have Irish elan and Yankee
Impetuosity they would prove to be
without the dour British pluck when
the long reverse came But they have
borne up now for five months under
conditions as hard as soldier ever faced
have not gigged a rod have kept at
it patiently night and day not to be
denied never resting never appalled
however severe the losses or however
great the hardship

The Japanese soldier holds on tie
cause he can exist in conditions that
would unnerve those of another race
By nature cleanly In all his Instincts
neat abstemious by necessity he lives
there on the same space of ground
Under which he will eventually lie a
sixfoot plot

In some places like the bloody angle
of the Eternal Dragon he is

by the stench of his own dead
and would welter in his own filth were
he not a marvel for sanitation

Wedged In between Russian
torts with the enemy within fifty
yards on three sides under the men
ace of three Russian batteries whoseguns at may rip him out
he yet lives and holds his stake there
with something of the reluctant cer-
tainty a man would have were his
head between his enemys

The great forts hold have
been five grand assaults one on the
19th of August one on the 19th of Sep-
tember the 38th of October one
m the 28th of November and one on
the IS of December They come about
a month for an army needs
tfhat time and the progress of
It subsidiary operations AH the as
fums have been at the same objec-
tive to pierce the Russian right can
ter AH have failed and succeeded
Bailed to the right center butyet have in driving one more
nail little or big as the case may be
Into the coffin

The was during the
first assault Since then the losses have
been small The Japanese are learn-
ing that are some things tl at
even fanaticism and fatalism cannot
do
Nogis Efll of Shuishing

Crossing the Shuishlng valley in Au
gust protection Nogi
lost 25000 men and did not take
forts

Then the army sat down and went
towqrk with pick and shovel by night

was done under the enemys
seEr ihHghts and star bombs and with-
in rifle iln places it was done
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through solid reek in others through
shale in two places through
in one through the spur of a

mountain and for a portion of the
way along a creek

The economic angles of advance were
studied out by expert engineers en-
gaged the most hazardous of

Then a party of sappers
out never more than a hundred at a
time and hastily under fire scraped-
out a shallow trench The enemy threw
shrapnel into them and sent out sor
tieing parties to Impede the work
Thus every night from a tenth to a
third part of the command was lost

There are two kinds of fly
ing sap and the slow sap The flying
sap takes in a hundred yards at a
time when the range from the ene-
my is a thousand yards and over The
slow sap is used where they are with
in a few hundred yards-

In the slow sap only six inches or
a foot advance is made at a time by

behind a steel plate which the enemy j
I attempts to riddle with bullets After
the sappers are through the infantry
rushes in and widens the trench with
mattock and spade Finally the engi-
neers come to strengthen the sides and
cover the exposed placesoverhead with
timber balks and conceal the
and plies of earth with
The Is a trick learned from the

Africa in turn
learned it from the
Eighteen Wonderful Miles of Tunnel

In this way eighteen wonderful miles
of these parallels and approaches have
been cut across the Shuishing valley
Troops live in the parallels by day
and emerge from them at night for
work or at dawn and at sunset they
leap from the sap heads for assault

The plain covered two months ago
with dead Is today alive with antlikefigures and the Japanese generals can
pour their divisions almost to the par-
apets of the Russian forts without los-
ing a man

One can easily go across the Shuishing valley over which bullets and
shells constantly fly and across which
all the bombardments take place
Twice I was In the captured fort called
Banduzan by the Japanese Panlung
by the Chinese and the Eternal Drag-
on by the English

The work done on the plain was
amazing It unbelievable whenone knew how it was done under con-
ditions that would have unnerved thestoutest heart with the dead bodies-
of comrades forming some of the in
trenchments and with other comrades
constantly falling about the
Yet it showed as much
American miner could use in cutting
a mine shaft

The lines were all tftiathematically
correct the planks had been sawedsquare and the sandbags plied in geo-
metrical patterns Looking back across
these eighteen miles from the Russianside looking at them as the Russiansdo I could see no evidence that anarmy had wriggled through the groundas a monster worm through the mudof the seashore Only instead of mudhere was rock instead of the fishermen here was Mr Bombshell his vi-
cious children the shrapnel and hisnasty relatives the tiny deadly bul
lets

But where had the thousand tons
of that enormous digging gone As
well ask where the chipmunk puts thedirt from his hole
In Eternal Dragons Bloody Angle

Living conditions are wore than dy
conditions Men on this side ofthe water think It hard if they haveto live In a valise The soldiers ofNippon before Port Arthur live in apocket handkerchief and the handker-chief is of paper the size of a letterhead

In the Eternal Dragon which theRussians held in a vise being withinfifty yard on three sides for twomonths and which was called the
because the dead of bothsides were piled up five deep thereduring the three days fighting whenit was taken so deep hostilitieswere suspended because of sheer inability to wade through the corpses

the Japanese on virtu-ally by its eyelids and toenails
Compelled in the hurry of entrench-ment on the night of the capture tofling the slain bodies into the em

bankments the Japanese were never
after aWe to pluck them from the par
tia4 If any man showed so

above the works itwas pierced by sharpshoot-
ers fifty yards away

Compelled to lie In the stench of the
dead for it was midsummer andfortyeight hours was
bring on decomposition they did not
mrve They stuck there and kept sen

along a fortyyard frontevery night battled with
ing heroes from the other side quite as
willing to fight and die but not quite
as able to live so desperately as the
Japanese

we can see the whole philosophy
of the war Both sides are equally
willing to die but the Japanese though
they not be more willing are more
able They can exist on a ball

a day In their fivefootsix space
of smiling with fatalistic con

that they may die and
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cause so Intense was the sti Un withstench sun and Russian sharpshooters
that even Japanese soldeiionly one witch of thirtyminutes hi eight hours and sentries

that offten
as Wonderful a His Ports

rthur has biaImpregnable so has beenNot a Russian but he oubines the prudence foresight and irdomitable will of his an ry with thecenturyfamed defensive flghth
nf the land of his adoption He hasbeen four years in Port Arthur assuperintended the building of the frta

He has made up his mind to diethere and his will is enouirfr ohold out tr the wife a ampathetic spendstime in the hospitals is withis In the prime of life 45 years Uand in perfect health despite oorstant rumors that he haa been wound
edHe is the rigid
the and is heartily dinliked by the soldiers on that accountThe first orders he issued In Port Arthur alter the Japanese warship bfgrin to bombard was for every disorderly woman to leave the place t avethey did some to Liao Tang 93tne l

No women remain uowlnitof officers of whjmi
vote their time in the hospital

The second order StoeRl issued eoriCern d drink He made the penalty
death any officer or Jound

imprisonment
any who sold or bovgtit

liquor b yon6V the ration ratiOnper day for each soldier is tot ofvodka amounting to about two fBs
and to each officer a pint of ctoamtogne
or a gill of brandy or whisky

Three privates one officer
shot In the
four months for violating thismilitary order

Lethal Known on

Stoeseel has availed o wery
weapon of defense on lielay

In on the Kekwan forts
in August his men resisted with duneballs Waned into the faces of tbefr a
vancins foes

burial parties have
to theircorpses nor the corpses of Thanfallen between the lines of Use bloody

angle The resulting stencH in thebroiling summer sun was carried by
and the declivity into theJapanese faces and made MrSng

to
The Russians above safe in

nent works in grim
dead wore m a the living
could not

Wounded men falling hi this zone
have been shot by men in the Russian
line and left to rot In
fighting nothing
omitted grenades pistols bayonets
sabers pocketknlves stones cudgels
fists teeth and leadweighted boots
have been in the final scrimmages

Stoessel is tricky One night in Aug-
ust he let his searchlights go outa jf
hit When the assault went In under
the parapets he suddenly threw the
whole face of the hill into relief with
the quickly displayed light In this
way two Japanese regiments wore
trapped and almost entirely destroyed

At alt times the Russian lire Is re-

served until it can be used with the
deadly effect At one Urea a flag

was the shoulder of
the Kekwon was Aug Si
and when the to ac-
cept met with
shell and bullet But this should not
be charged to Stoessel for It was prob-
ably due to some desperate private at
an advanced post
No Fear of in Port Arthur

The enough food In
the beginning they toad flour and

beef to last a year awl other
place was well provisioned

Since then a number of
a dozen and at least one 6fWton

run the blockade
beach anywhere on the

Liaotishan coast their mission is ac-
complished Hundreds of axe
sent out from the Russian in
Chefoo and Shanghai About in
twenty its destination The
rest are up by the Japanese
navy But one twenty makes it
worth while and the successful China
mn is made independent for life for
5000 roubles is the price paid a JunK
for running the blockade Thin
as much to a Chinaman as
would to the average American

One fact which alone would prove
this statement of the food condition is
the nature of the supplies found by the
Japanese on Junks They are
about 25 per cent fresh vegetables be-

ing delicacies apparently for the offi-

cers tables Over halt of the plunder
is onions Stoessels object seems to be
to prevent scurvy-

If he is paying five thousand rubbles
for fifty tons of onions he is not suf-
fering for beef and Doubtless-
he would know how justice to a
fullcourse dinner but as for the eat-
ing of horse flesh and sole leather and
all that starving nonsense pshaw

There are two sources of Information
about Port Arthur deserters and

In general the deserters all
with one another The

say there Is scarcity and
the refugees that there is sufficiency
and excellent morale One who has
seen the repulse of a grand assault
needs no testimony as to morale The
Russian dead and prisoners look well
enough fed j

As for water the Russians have ap-
paratus for condensing see water two
fine artesian wells and a number of i

good chinese hand wheels besides three
of the four pumping stations they or j

iginally held
Reported Lack of Ammunition in the

Ammunition is the crux of
the situation The whole question of
Port Arthur now resolves itself into
this How long will the ammunition
hold out They are short of sharpnet
which next to rifle bullets is the most
essential thing If they had
of snarpnel they could make
for the advancing Japanese but as
it Is they always save every shot un-
til It can tell What they do fire into
the Japanese camp is naval ammuni-
tion and harm-

It Is that tbeyhave plenty of
small arm ammunition and if this Is
true as It seems likely the assaults-
can be repulsed until defender-
Is killed It is not that the
Japanese shell fire has done much real
harm though it has knocked the
and town about and displaced
earth on the

About one hundred of the
Russian shells has doJJO damage A
sheila appeals to the imagination and
letslha rumor dealers1 at Chefoo

miles away see blood on
I Continued on Page 4
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